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Men’s Ministry
Monday, May 13th at 6:30pm
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* Regular Wednesday Schedule
6:00pm — Prayer Meeting, & Bible Study, Youth, Preschool, & Children
6:15pm — Celebration Choir Rehearsal
1
Regular Wednesday
Schedule*

Joyful Servants
Monday, May 13th at 6:30pm

Baptist Young Women
Tuesday, May 21st, at 7:00pm

3

4 10:30am-4:00pm
1st—5th graders go
to Noah’s Ark for the
day

11:50-12:30pm
Midday Gathering
NATIONAL DAY
OF PRAYER

6
5 9:45am—Sunday School
11:00am—Sr. Adult Day
Recognition w/ lunch afterwards

7
10:30am
Lunch provided for the
Teachers at Heritage by
Joyful Servants

3:30pm—Deacons’ meeting

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN ONE
OF OUR GROUPS!
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6:45-8:30am
Breakfast & Speaker
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Regular Wednesday
Schedule*

12:00 noon

TEACHER
APPRECIATION WEEK.

5:00pm—Evening Bible Study
9:45am-- Sunday School
11:00am– Morning Worship
& BABY DEDICATION DAY
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5:00pm-- NO EVENING
BIBLE STUDY

6:30pm—Men’s
Ministry & Joyful
Servants meet
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24

25

KEENAGERS meet
Bring a friend!
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Regular Wednesday
Schedule*

MOTHER’S DAY
19

9:45am—Sunday School
11:00am— Morning Worship
& Graduate Recognition

20

6:30pm—Property &
Space meeting

3:30pm—VBS meeting

22

Regular Wednesday
Schedule*

LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL FOR
BIBB CO.

7:00pm—Baptist Young
Women meet

5:00pm—HOPE PARTY
FOR “BABY JESSE”

Thursday, May 9th, at 12:00 noon
ALL Seniors Are Invited!
Bring your favorite covered dishes...
Invite a Friend & Join Us!
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26
9:45am--Sunday School
11:00am--Morning Worship

27

5:00pm—NO EVENING
BIBLE STUDY

MEMORIAL DAY
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

28

29
Regular Wednesday
Schedule*

30

31

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY
CHURCH HOUR

May 3—Ronald & Sandy Shelton
May 1—Luke Ledden
May 2—Renee Nicks
May 3—Sarah Grimsley
Hannah Davis

May 5—Jason & Rebekah Rizner
May 16—Jerry & Frankie Hendrickson

May 5

Lisa Ledden, Judy Ashley, & Youth

May 12

Sharon Martin, Deborah Mathews, & Bobbi Jespersen

May 19

Frankie Hendrickson, Nita Ryle, & Youth

May 26

Madge Ruff, Vivian Shelton, & Cindy Powell

May 5—John Lewis Pierce
May 6—Bryn Bush
May 14—Deanna Shankles
Jamie Weaver
May 20—Alan Everett
May 25—Julie Norwood
May 27—Will Causey

May 28—Annette Toney
Carolyn Johnson
May 31—Boyce Piper

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Vivian Shelton & Mary Donaldson
Paula Piper
Sandy Shelton & Sharon Martin
Lisa Ledden
SUNDAY NIGHTS

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Marcheta Myers & Kaycee Powell
No Evening Service
Celebration Of Hope for Powell Family
No Evening Service

May 5

Robert Abbott, Jimmy Ford, Ernie Calanchi,
Carlos Tucker, Allen Kittle, & Kay Murphy

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

May 5—IHO Sr. Adult Day
by Bill & Barbara Griffin

May 12

Robert Abbott, Jimmy Ford, Ernie Calanchi,
Allen Kittle, Carlos Tucker, & Kay Murphy

Kaycee & The Children’s Team

May 12—IMO Joan Shankles’ birthday,
which was on May 4th,
by Deanna Shankles

May 19

Robert Abbott, Jimmy Ford, Kay Murphy,
Allen Kittle, Carlos Tucker, & Ernie Calanchi

May 26

Robert Abbott, Carlos Tucker, Kay Murphy,
Allen Kittle, Jimmy Ford & Ernie Calanchi

Flowers for our Altar

May 19—ILMO Ed’s birthday,
which is on May 27th,
by Joyce Judd
May 26—IHO their anniversary,
which would have been
her & Danny’s 47th,
by Linda Padgett

Please don’t let your birthday or anniversary go by without
letting us know. We want to remember you on those days
because you are special to your church family. If we don’t
have those dates in the office, please call today and let us
know. We don’t want to forget anyone on their “special
day”!!

Deacon of the Week
May 5—May 11

Randy Toney

May 12—May 18

Joe Toney

May 19—May 25

Robert Abbott

May 26—June 1

William Yarbrough

“April showers bring May flowers.”
If the old adage is correct, we should have a lot of blooms this month. April
was quite the soaker. April’s rains give us hope for an abundant growing
season this year.
But what about our hearts? What is the prognosis for a season of spiritual
growth in your life? Gardeners carefully plan out, prepare, and plant for a
harvest. Likewise, we must be equally intentional if we desire to grow in
our faith. Just as a garden doesn’t grow by accident, neither does a heart. If
we desire to be spiritually fruitful, we have some work to do.

In Matthew 13:1-9, one of Jesus’ most famous parables helps us learn
spiritual lessons from plant life.
One of the primary factors that determines what grows in your garden is the
seed. If you want peas, you plant peas, not okra. And if you want corn, you
plant corn, not cucumbers. You get what you plant.
Consequently, we cannot expect to grow spiritually when we do not plant
spiritual seed. How intentional and consistent are you in reading and
meditating on the Bible? It’s fine to read good books with Christian themes,
but God’s Word alone is inspired and powerful to nourish our souls.
Let me challenge you to hatch a plan for growth by regularly reading,
meditating on, and even memorizing Bible passages.
Once a seed is planted, it then becomes dependent on the second important
condition – the soil. A gardener plows, conditions, and fertilizes the soil to
prepare it to receive the seed. Jesus identified four soils types that indicate
how prepared our hearts are for the seed of His Word.
The hard heart is not interested in God’s Word. It feels like it knows
enough to run its own life. The seed of God’s Word never gets a chance at
this heart. The shallow heart prefers to avoid deep, convicting truths that
challenge us beyond our comfort zones. The seed doesn’t last long. When
things get tough, this heart gives up and reverts to more comfortable fleshly
desires.
The crowded heart begins with good intentions, but life’s pursuits get in the
way. There’s not enough time to read and study the Bible. Jobs, activities,
health – and a myriad of other life issues – get in the way and crowd out
God’s seed.
But the fertile heart intentionally makes room for God’s Word. In fact, this
heart craves God’s Word. The result is that the seed of the Word grows and
eventually bears an abundant result.
Are you intentionally planting the seed of God’s Word in your heart? Are
you carefully digging deep and clearing out the clutter to give His Word
room to grow in your life? May the April showers of God’s blessing in your
life produce the May flowers of spiritual growth and vitality.

IT’S ALREADY MAY! WHERE IS THE YEAR GOING? Well, as it moves
on, let us move on with it as we look forward to some of the special events that
take place this month.
SUNDAY, MAY 5th IS SENIOR ADULT DAY AT BELLEVUE. This is a
great day for us to show our appreciation to our senior adults. So many of you have
been a part of the Bellevue family these past years. And it’s exciting to welcome
new senior members to our Bellevue ministry. As part of our worship service on
the 5th, we are having a Senior Adult Choir lead us in worship. The Senior Adult
Choir will bring us special music and I invite you all to join me in the Choir Room
that Sunday morning at 10:45 sharp as we go over what we are singing in the
service. HE TOUCHED ME is a well-known song and I know you will enjoy
sharing it with our congregation. Please meet me and let’s fill the choir loft and
have a great morning worship experience!
Over the next few months we are going to continue to focus on music and
worship in the church. Here are some thoughts that I pray will inspire and
encourage you and your personal, as well as your corporate worship as we
come before our Lord each week at Bellevue.
THE THEOLOGY AND PLACE OF MUSIC IN WORSHIP
The people of God sing. After escaping from the Egyptians and crossing the Red
Sea, the people of Israel sang a song to the Lord (Exod. 15). Singing was part of
Israel's formal worship in both tabernacle and temple (1 Chron. 6:31-32, 16:42).
The Psalms bear rich testimony that in joy and sorrow, in praise and lament, the
faithful raise their voices in song to God. Hymn singing was practiced by Jesus and
his disciples (Matt. 26:30). The Apostle Paul instructed the Colossians, "Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Col. 3: 16-17).
Music and song continue to play a vital role in the life of God’s people today.
Contemporary culture and modern technology bring new possibilities and new
challenges to the music ministry of the church. People's lives are surrounded with
music—television and radio, the background music of video games, the muzak of
shopping malls, CDs, and synthesizers. Yet much of the time music functions as
"background" rather than as an opportunity for serious listening, much less
participation. Outside the church there are few occasions or opportunities in North
American culture for people to sing together. Much of the popular music
(including popular Christian music) composed today is for performance rather than
for participation.
The church also has greater access and has shown greater openness to a greater
variety of music—from classical hymnody to Christian rock, from European
cantatas to South African choruses. Such diversity is to be welcomed and
celebrated; it reflects the diversity and richness of God’s creation. But greater
variety and options in music call for greater discernment and care in planning and
implementing the music ministry of the church. The people of God sing; what they
sing and how they sing are important issues.
We’ll keep looking into this more in the months to come!
Blessings!
Bro. Harry

Greetings church! I hope April has been a great month for everyone and
you were blessed by the wonderful things God had in store for you.
Christ has risen and it’s been a blessing to worship Easter Sunday with
everyone. I hope our actions and our thoughts continue to glorify God
in May.
We are happy about spring and the upcoming summer months. God’s
glory is shown in His magnificent work outside.
May is going to be a great month and we are excited for the great things
coming up. We are working on the plans for our summer trip and are
excited about returning to St. George for more mission work and
discipleship. We will be going June 16th-20th and are planning on
spending our days there working with disaster and hurricane relief
efforts. We will be spending our nights studying through scripture and
worshiping in a small intimate setting.
We are so excited about the fun and meaningful things coming up this
summer and we hope you are too. God bless!
Josh Funderburk

We have almost made it through half of this year! The Kingdom Kids
have been having a blast and are about to get “In the Wild” at Vacation
Bible School in a month! We are beyond excited for what is to come
during that week and will be taking a wild trip to Noah’s Ark Animal
Sanctuary on May 4th. The Kingdom Kids will get to see some of God’s
beautiful creations on this trip and will have a lesson to learn about the
amazing encounters with Jesus that they will be focusing on during
VBS.

Please pray for these exciting events as volunteers prepare and the Lord
prepares all of our hearts for the work He will perform in the lives of
everyone involved!
Kaycee Powell
*********************************************************

